HELLENISM IBT ANCIENT INDIA

as the relics of the invasion of Alexander had been swept
away, without leaving any permanent trace behind them.
India, these sceptics observe, has yielded no Greek inscription
except "the coarse coins of the Greek Kings and their
Scythian rivals and successors." They base their arguments
on the strength of the fact that "no inscriptions in Greek have
yet been discovered and the single Greek name Theodore
met with in a native record comes from the Swat
VaHey and is of late date perhaps 56 A.D." (vide Journal
of the Indian Art, Jan. 1900, p. 89 ; Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, 1903, p. 14). They say, "To what extent
can it be inferred from legends on coins that Greek was
a living speech in India ? Perhaps to no large extent
outside the Greek courts. " The fact however, that the Greek
character was still used on coins for two centuries after
the last Greek dynasty had come to an end, itself shows
that the language had a prestige in India, which any
theory to be plausible, must account for. The latter class
*of writers argue that it is not likely, that rough and illiterate
Macedonian soldiers and their descendants would have any
great knowledge of Greek literature much less imbue their
neighbours with a taste for it. Their main line of attack,
as has already been pointed out, is that not a single Greek
inscription belonging to the Bactrian period has yet been
unearthed in India and so they at once come to the con-
clusion that palpable evidence of active Hellenism have
not been found in the East.

" The history of these Greek dynasties," says this class of
writers, "is for us almost a blank and for estimating the
amount and quality of Hellenism in Bactria, we are reduced
to building up hypotheses upon the scantiest data." This
is undeniably to a certain extent true ; the thick mists of
obscurity, which unhappily hang like a pall upon the early
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